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ICT Solutions for rural areas

Information Society and Rural Development. Evolution
Scenarios

Brussels, 11st December 2002

Rural Wins Workshop report

Find updated information in the web site of the project:
http://www.ruralwins.org
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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn

This document presents the discussions developed during the Workshop held in
Brussels (Dec, 11th 2002) to present the progress of Rural Wins project and to
form the basis for the elaboration of a strategy for the participation in the Sixth
Framework Programme of projects dealing with the Information and
Communications Technologies and Rural Development issues. The contents of
the document have been drawn from those presented in the workshop and from
the Feedback forms handed in.

The registration for the meeting (189 registrations) exceeded the room capacity
and some registered persons were requested not to attend the meeting with the
organisation compromise to send the Workshop Report and additional Rural
Wins information. The final attendance was of 108 persons representing 88
organisations, out of them 43 regional representatives from 23 different
countries. (a list of workshop participants and registrations may be found in
annex).

The workshop was divided in three sessions:

- the first one for institutional presentations from the European Commission and
the Basque Government Agriculture Department

- the second one with technical presentation from different rural development
and information technology projects, including Rural Wins

- the third one, an open discussion session with discussion of ideas for future
development.

This report presents the conclusions from the third session, and includes as
annexes the presentations from the first two ones, and some of the electronic
files of the presentations of the third.
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RRuurraall  WWiinnss  WWoorrkksshhoopp

The ICT and Rural development Paradox

One of the conclusions from the consultation work in Rural Wins has been the
identification of the Rural ICT Paradox:

while ICT should contribute to the reduction of gaps in quality of life
standards between urban and remote rural citizens, the lack of broadband
access has increased this gap (now the rural citizen has the additional
need to go to the city to have full access to global Information Society)

One of the reason for this seems to be that left to market forces alone, society
has not been able to find solvent business models for rural broadband. Public-
Private partnerships may be the short term solution to this.

Technology alone will not provide the solution to Rural
Development

ICT do have the power to contribute to eliminate the quality of life gap between
rural and urban citizens, but it was widely agreed that information technology
solely cannot be proposed as the solution for Rural Development. Several other
issues must be closely considered: environment (impact on and opportunities
from), sustainable development, cultural diversity, socio-economic differences.
The regional approach, as justified in the first session by the institutional
speakers Mr. Salmelin and Mr. Albizu, was agreed as the most adequate.

The floor discussed several of these issues and their impact on the deployment
of ICT applications in Rural Areas.

The more accepted idea was that for the implementation of ICT in rural areas
those issues need to be analysed jointly with more technology ones, being
these last ones the core component of IST projects in FP6.

In this sense, the dilemma between technological or sectorial focused projects
was not seen as such. The rural component of the problem is of a magnitude
enough to prepare proposals (for Integrated Projects and for Network of
Excellences) focused on the development of technology solutions specifically
addressed to it - as opposed to address more general problems which could
eventually solve some rural problems-.

Some of the non technological issues to tackle will be:

- social capital metrics

- geographical sustainability. Rural-urban cooperation.
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- impact on the environment (let the rural world keep the positive rural
characteristics while satisfying their citizens)

- feasible business models

Looking for the most successful technology

Even though it is widely accepted that finding a killer application for the rural
world would help to eliminate the existing gap, no methodology has been
proposed to identify it, probably because there is not, and there will not be, a
single one.

The technology solution will be a complex one formed by different solutions at
different levels (access, network, application, user interface,..), customised for
different locations and sectors, and which do interoperate. The project to be
designed should take into consideration all the components. Besides it should
make use of the currently existing infrastructure technologies.

The development of a set of technologies to allow a user friendly and affordable
access could be the basis of one Integrated Project. Rural Wins partners have
presented a technology solution based on a cost effective MMuullttii --SSeerrvviiccee
ppllaattffoorrmm which will provide the same services through the same interfaces
anywhere, including in remote areas, using  the best device for each
application. The platform will be based on a mixed centralized/distributed IP
architecture. A condition for acceptance will be that it is able to interoperate with
the different available broadband networks and to that integrates the vertical
industry and horizontal standards and other initiatives ( e.g. SEEM, ebXML,
SOAP, OASIS, RosettaNet, SWIFT, W3C, …. ). The objective of the platform is
to provide location based services for the mobile worker and  the rural
citizen through their wearable interfaces.
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The rural project in FP6

The deployment of ICT in Rural Environments requires more resources and of a
more varied nature than those covered by FP6, which are mostly oriented to
Research and Technology Development. Additional funds need to be collected
from local institutions and from European funds devoted to the Rural
Development.

Different types of measures complementary to each other will have to coexist:
socioeconomic studies, technology development projects, networks of
excellence, and Europe wide demonstrators.

IP project organigram

The Integrated Project could be seen as a subprogramme for rural technology
solutions, with cuasi-independent but highly interconnected technology
development projects. Demonstration projects have to be part of the project.

Following EC orientations, the project could focus on effectively and efficiently
integrating existing solutions into the rural environment.

The Basic Strategy for the IP must be: “Mobile worker and people should be
broadband connected to their personal services independently of its location
through their own wearable interfaces”.

Therefore, the main objectives of the IP project would be focussed on
developing a cost effective Multi-Service platform:

• which provides the same services through the same interfaces
anywhere, including  in remote areas

• using  the best device for each applicaton,

• interoperates with the different available broadband networks
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• and  integrates the vertical industry and horizontal standards and other
initiatives ( e.g. SEEM, ebXML, SOAP, OASIS, RosettaNet, SWIFT,
W3C, …. )

Evaluation activities must be embedded in the project from the beginning.
Dissemination and Awareness activities do not necessarily need to be
considered if all stakeholders participate in the solutions design.

Coordination of large and complex group of organisations requires strong
project management. Professional Project Management is seen as a necessary
component of the Consortium.

Regional governments participants have to be an important part of the
consortium.

Network of Excellence

Such a large constituency of excellent partners (regions, academy and
technologists) is calling for the establishment of a organised structure to
facilitate exchange of Best and Worse practices and of statistics and indicators
of the different regions. This could possibly be structured in the form of a
Network of Excellence.

Other activities could include ICT training of rural development practitioners.
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Next steps

The participants in the workshop showed their interest of continuing in the
elaboration of the eRural policy. Consortium design, document writing and
stakeholders awareness building are some of the tasks to be developed during
the next busy months, the goal being to deploy a complete set of initiatives to
increase the momentum created by this first workshop. The meetings in
Valence and Brussels in the first quarter of 2003 will be the cornerstone for the
creation of such initiatives.

Valence conference

Valence conference (Feb,3-4, 2003) will be the following major event in the
project preparation.

Regional players should be invited to this conference. Some of the participants
agreed to personally invite their local authorities.

Preparation work will be divided among participants. Euskaltel proposes itself to
coordinate the work from now to Valence conference:

• this report and presentation slides will be accessible in Rural Wins web page
- www.ruralwins.org -

• profiles of WorkPackages managers -for pre-selection- will be requested

• requests additional invitees contacts for Rural Wins and Valence conference

• with the results of the workshop and the feedback forms, an IP draft idea will
be built and sent to interested parties before the end of Dec, and eventually
a Noe and/or STRP ideas1.

• during Valence conference, a workshop will be held to decide the core
content of the project(s), including the consortium composition.

Institutional introduction

A strategic workshop will be organised in Brussels in March 2003 to introduce
the Integrated Projects and other initiatives to European Commission officers
and Head of Units, regional governments and major technology players.

                                                
1 Non-disclosure agreement and compromise letters will be requested to eventual participants in
IP preparation.
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Annex : List of participants

Organization Key Personnel

ADEI Agencia de Innovación Andreu Llambrich Lemonnier

Alfamicro Alvaro Oliveira

Alfamicro Rui Nunes

ASCOM Alex Shani

Association of Local Authorities in the County of
Sörmland

Lars Gunnar Gårdö

Basque Country Government - Dpt. Agriculture Asier Albizu

Basque Country Government - Dpt. Agriculture Ibon Mandaluniz

Basque Country Government Office in Brussels Patricia Saenz de Maturana

BIBA Heinz-Helmut Huenecke

BIBA Jens Schumacher

BME-UNESCO Information Society Research Institute
(ITTK)

Mary Beaton

Budapest University of Economic Sciences and Public
Administration, Technology Transfer Center

Prof. Dr. Miklos Biro

Bureau van Dijk Management Consultants SA Sonia Gonzalo

Carrefour Lazio Marco Bianchi

CCIR, The University of Edinburgh Iain McKay

Cemagref Frédéric Vigier

Center for Tele-Information Reza Tadayoni

Central Sweden Brussels Office Per Widell

Centro de Supercomputacion de Galicia (CESGA) Andres Gomez Tato

CERAI Sergio Escribano

CERTH/HIT Evangelos Bekiaris

Ceské centrum pro strategicka studia Karel Charvat

Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture Adelina Nicolaie

Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture Ioan Chiriacescu

Chambrede Commerce du Gers Michek Debord

Consejería de la Presidencia, Junta de Andalucía Andrés J García Lorite

Deleg de la Comunidad Valenciana en Bruselas Monica Sanz Dopateo
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Organization Key Personnel

East Finland EU Office Jani Taivalantti

Environmental Network Limited Peter K A Barz

ERA-PTC Ghislain d'Adesky

ERA-PTC Miroslaw Brzozowy

Essex International Brussels office Rebekah Smith

EU-contactfunctionaris North Netherlands Provinces
(SNN)

Bert Roona

European Commission Bror Salmelin

European Commission Isidro Laso

European North Lapland-Oulu (Kemi-Tornio) Satu Huuha

Euskaltel S.A. Esther Royuela

Euskaltel S.A. Fernando Andreu

Euskaltel S.A. Guillermo Irigoras

Euskaltel S.A. Izaskun Pellejero

Euskaltel S.A. Leire Aginako

Faculty of Economics and Management, Lithuanian
University of Agriculture

Linas Stabingis

Fagor Electrónica Diego de la Hoz

Generalitat Cataluña (Dpto. Agricultura) Clara racionero

Help service remote sensing s.r.o. Stepan Kafka

Hispasat Jose Antonio Guerra

Hungarian Rural Parlament, Marta Márczis

Iberdrola Jesus García Martin

IBS Raimar Scherer

ICCS- NTUA (I-SENSE Group) Giannis Karaseitanidis

INNOPOLE Fernando Ubieta

Institute of Mathematics and Computer Science of the
University of Latvia

Maris Alberts

Intergraph CR Josef Havas

IQSOFT Ltd. Tunde Kállai

IT Västerbotten / Länsstyrelsen i Västerbotten Jan Söderman

ITC Canary Islands Luis Lozano

ITCC SA Panagiotis Ktenidis
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Organization Key Personnel

Lancashire Brussels Office Alona Bruce

Lesprojekt sluzby s.r.o. Jiri Vidman

MAC – The National Microelectronics Applications
Centre Ltd

John O'Flaherty

Mainstrat Jose Ramón Otegui

Matav Hungarian Telecom Dr. Sandor Papp

MBD - Magellan-Tech Danny Cohen

MJM a.s. Pavel Gnip

Monet 2000. Kft. Móricz Sandor

MOVIQUITY Nuria De Lama

MTA   SZTAKI Ferenc Sarkozy

National Rural Development Agency of Sweden Jan Cederwärn

NWLabs John O’Neill

NWLabs Ross Cooper

Oficina Regional de Castilla-La Mancha Mr. Jiménez

Oficina Regional de Castilla-La Mancha Pilar Gil Adrados

POW- Dresden DR. Frank Hauffman

Powerlake Barbro Fransson

PROGIS Software AG Karin Strobl

PROGIS Software AG Walter Mayer

Représentation Midi-Pyrénées Monsieur Yannick Proto

Romanian Parliament – Braila office of Senate Paul Bordei

RTS Alessandro Fiori

SchlumbergerSema sae Jose Ignacio Sánchez Valdenebro

Secretaria Regional da Educação/Madeira Tecnopolo Alberto Grilo

Senator for Education and Science, Bremen Achim Schaumloeffel

SES Global Christine Leurquin

SITEC Claude Polifroni

South Denmark European Office Morten Kröger

South West Regional Authority Eoghan Allen

South West Regional Authority John McAleer

SPACE Spa Salavatore Lusso
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Organization Key Personnel

SPNY Boral Raanan

Stepim dell’Ing. Antonino Paternò Mr. Grasso

Tampere University of Technology Eeva Salminem

Teledatacast Ltd Jozsef Kun

Teledatacast Ltd Mátyás Béres

Televes S.A. Jacobo Penide Quintela

Thames Valley Brussels Office Paola Ottonello

The Council of Braila County Alexandru Sculschi

The Council of Braila County Bogdan Minaescu

The Council of Braila County Costel Spiridon

The Council of Braila County Dumitru Danielescu

The Council of Braila County Eugeniu Balta

The Council of Braila County Ioan Ghelase

The Council of Braila County Ion Rotaru

The Council of Braila County Mihail Colioglu

The Council of Braila County Puiu Dumitrascu

Thessaloniki Port Authority (OLTH S.A.) Dimitrios Tsitsamis

University of Debrecen, Faculty of Agriculture
Economics and Rural Development

Miklós Herdon

University of Newcastle John Nelson

University of Newcastle Sarah Skerrat

VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland, VTT
Electronics

Markus Sihvonen

West Sussex Brussels Office Angela Bentham


